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Primary education is a fundamental right for every child and must be provided to ensure a
better future. However, significant challenges still exist at the primary school level in
Indonesia, with many children dropping out of school. Since 2012, the government has
implemented a nine-year compulsory education program. Yet, the primary school dropout
rate in Indonesia remains relatively high at 3,55% in 2014. This study aims to identify the
factors influencing school dropout among primary school-aged children, particularly by
analyzing the role of child labor participation. The research uses data from the 2014
Indonesian Family Life Survey (IFLS) 5 and applies a probit regression analysis model to
examine a sample of 4,760 families. The study's findings show that several factors affect
school continuity, including internal factors such as the child’s work status, gender, school
disruption, and cognitive level. External factors include the education level of the household
head, parental marital status, education spending, poor student assistance, and the number
of siblings in the family. Children who work are at a higher risk of dropping out of primary
school.
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